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Management Selection by
Executive Recruitment
Consultancies

A SURVEY AND EXPLANATION OF SELECTION METHODS
Timothy Clark

Journal of Managerial Psychology
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a b c

Predictor RC HH SGNK

Validity Validity Validity
Ability tests 0.0494 0.25
Assessment centres 0.43 0.41
Peer evaluations 0.41 0.49 0.43
Work samples 0.54 0.38
Biodata 0.35 0.30 0.24
Personality tests 0.18¢ 0.15
Physical ability 0.30 0.32
Special aptitude 0.27
Reference checks 0.14 0.23
Interview 0.19 0.09
Academic performance 0.20 0.14f
Self-assessment 0.15
Expert judgement 0.17

2 Reilly and Chao[20].

Hunter and Hunter[23] — coefficients reported
here have been averaged across all criterion
categories in [23, Table 8].

Schmitt et al.[24].

Derived from General Aptitude Test Battery
Projective tests — Hunter and Hunter[23].
Academic performance in Hunter and
Hunter|[23] was for college GPA; in Reilly and
Chao[20] it includes grades from high school as
well.

- 0 oo

Source: This table is adapted from Schmitt and
Noe[25, Table I, p. 74|. References are numbered
for the list in the present article.

indicates such comments are equally relevant
to executive recruitment consultancies.

Graphology

Graphology is the art or science of deducing
personal characteristics from an individual’s
handwriting. Lynch[26] has argued that
graphology is not an alternative to
conventional selection instruments but an
additional tool. He has suggested that it is
effective in three main areas of recruitment:

(1) Sifting through initial applications.

(2) Identifying candidates’ strengths and
weaknesses so that an interviewer can
focus on these and interview time is
optimized.

(3) Ensuring the objectivity of assessment
since graphologists do not normally meet
the candidates. The minimum
requirement for a graphological analysis
is 50 words written on unlined paper in
black ink with a signature. A
graphologist must also be informed of a
candidate’s sex and educational
background.
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